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Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the
tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came 
and rolled back the
stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him 
the guards trembled
and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek 
Jesus who was crucified.
He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples that he has
risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told 
you.” So they departed
quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and 
said, “Greetings!”
And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; 
go and tell my
brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”
This probably for most of us is an Easter like no other. While you may have been unable
to attend Easter due to weather or health issues, nowhere in North America or in the world for
that matter has it happened where so many Christians have not been able to gather because of a
worldwide pandemic! But despite of the different ways we celebrating Easter, the Easter
message is still the same and brings hope due to Christ’s resurrection and the fact that the tomb is
indeed empty and Jesus indeed has risen!
In some ways probably this year as we hunker down we can relate a little more to the
situation of Jesus’s followers on that Sunday. We are having to stay home and away from
others out of fear of our health from a pandemic. Jesus’s followers were in fear and hiding also
out of fear of persecution on that Sunday morning. We and the disciples are both a little bit more
afraid.
These days we venture out with a little more fear and nervousness. We try to keep our
social distance. We are more aware of everyone we come in contact with and every surface we
touch knowing it may bring us in contact with COVID 19 that may make us sick and cause us to
share it with others as we come in contact with them. Covid 19 can cause more people to die if
they were not careful if they are not careful how they interact with others.
The women went to the tomb that morning with a little more trepidation. They wanted to
honor Jesus’s body, but were worried about getting into the tomb. They were worried probably a
little bit about those who had pushed for Jesus’s crucifixion and the soldiers causing them
problems as they got to the tomb.
And like anyone that goes to a tomb or cemetery they were dealing with a more direct
reality of death. There is nothing that makes you reflect a little bit about the reality of life like
going to a cemetery. You go to a cemetery and you realize all those markers indicate a person’s
body is buried there, a person who had died. You look at the headstones of people and read their
birth year and their death year. Most of us probably do the calculation of the age they passed in
our heads and figure out how long they lived.
And you probably think as you look at the markers and do the math, wow they didn’t live
long and others, wow they lived a really long life. You think of their lives and of the historical

events they saw. If they were in the military often they will reference the years they served in a
war. Or sadly it will reveal that they died in combat. And then there are the stones of where one
spouse of a couple has been laid and there is already the birthdate of the other spouse to indicate
this will someday be their resting place as well. A cemetery is a reminder that all of us have
certain number of years on this earth.
And we have been reminded even more of death this year with all the coronavirus news



about a death count every day. It almost seems that the media likes to feed on this fear of death
at times. And they aren’t stupid, all of us have to admit death scares us in one way or another.
Maybe not to the degree of stopping us from living our lives but if we are alerted of a danger
most of us will try to find out more information so that we don’t hasten our own death or others
that we care about. We want to know what is the news we need to receive to keep us alive.
And so it is part of this fear of death that drives the story of the pandemic. I’m not saying
we should not listen to the news and not take precautions. But it brings it close to home that our
lives are more in danger at this point. We’ve been here before in watching the news more
closely and reacting to it. Last fall in Odessa we had a terrible mass shooting. And as you heard
the information you tried to gain more news to stay safe and protect yourself and your family.
Almost twenty years ago, we had 9/11 where terrorists crashed into skyscrapers and thousands
died and the rest of us realized terrorism just doesn’t happen over seas and it made a feel a little
less safe.
So the women going to the tomb that morning were in grief over death of the person they
loved their beloved Jesus and also the reality of their own lives that they faced death one day too.
So can you imagine the surprise they experienced when they got to the tomb! What did they see
and hear? But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus
who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.
Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going
before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.”
First they saw an empty tomb! How would you react if you came to the cemetery to
place flowers and saw the grave dug open? You would probably be in shock and surprise! Then
also what did they see? They saw an angel! How many of us have seen an angel? How would
you react if you saw an angel? Probably fear and shaking just like the women did. But what was
the message of the angel? And here in the angel’s words is the wonderful hope and
encouragement that brings the hope for every Christian on Easter. Do not be afraid…He is not
here, for He has risen!
The angel is telling the women not to be afraid of the angel’s presence and not of what
they see. It’s okay that the tomb is empty and the Jesus’s body is not here. In fact it’s more than
okay this is the most wonderful news the world will ever hear that Jesus rose from the grave.
Because Jesus has triumphed over death through the cross all who believe in Him will have

eternal life. That is the story of the empty tomb on Easter morning. Every Old Testament
prophecy and everything Jesus did including dying on the cross was to conquer death and sin for
us.
John tells us in His Gospel: Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. (Joh
20:30-31)
Every age has things to be afraid about. And most of these fears end up revolving around
how can we take care of our loved ones and ourselves so that we may survive. And the words
the angel say “Do Not be afraid” summarize the difference of Jesus’s resurrection make for all of
us.
No matter what we face whether it be death from a pandemic or old age we don’t have to
fear death. We know that if we trust in Jesus we are forgiven and worthy of eternal life. And
that gives us the hope to face all things good and bad in this life knowing that as a Christian
trusting in Christ our final resting place is with Jesus in heaven.
And this difference isn’t just for us it’s for all those others who are trusting in Christ.
That was the second part of the message from the angel. Then go quickly and tell his disciples
that he has risen from the dead.
In other words the angel is telling them, “Don’t’ keep this wonderful news to yourself!” I
don’t think those women would have anyways! But go tell those disciples who are mourning
and in hiding that Jesus is risen! Let them know the good news so they can no longer be afraid
or sad either! Let them know Jesus is alive!
That is the other news for us today. Tell others that Jesus is risen and to those who trust
in Christ the difference it makes!. We can share this hope and joy in so many ways today. The
world is always in need of hope in the face of death.



I remembered how I tried to get myself motivated to preach my first Easter sermon, I
followed in the footsteps of the women and went and visited a grave of the first funeral I did as a
brand new pastor my first year in Hereford. I remembered the difference it made for this
gentleman as I knew he was a strong Christian and even though his body was buried here, he is
now in heaven with the Lord. The family that I did the funeral for was worshipping with me that
first Easter. I remember the hope and difference it made for them knowing Christ had risen.
The hope that news gave the women when they visited the tomb that Easter morning it is
the same hope that we have for all Christians. The tomb is indeed empty! Dear Christian
brother and sisters He is risen, He has risen indeed! Alleluia. Because Christ lives all who trust
in Him live! Amen


