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 [Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in 
by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for 
they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the 
voice of strangers.” This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was 
saying to them.  So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All 
who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the door. If anyone 
enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 
 
 If I were to read our text in Spanish or German some of you might understand it 
but we would all understand it in this congregation in English.  When you don’t know 
what your are listening to you are like the Pharisees Jesus in the Gospel right before our 
reading for this morning. 
 
John 10:9-109 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and 
out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 
they may have life and have it abundantly.  
 
 That is what Jesus is trying to get across to the Pharisees, a blind man and other 
Jews.  Jesus has just given a blind man his sight.  The Pharisees have thrown this blind 
man out of the synagogue because He claims that Jesus is the true messiah and God.  The 
Pharisees don’t want to understand this.  Jesus then tells the story of the good shepherd to 
remind all of whose words we are to hear and follow and the danger of following the 
words other than Christ’s. 
 
 Every day we are bombarded with messages and information and from that we 
have to make decisions.  During the Coronvirus it takes a lot of screening and listening.  
How do I protect myself, my family and my church during this pandemic.  You can’t just 
blindly listen you need to evaluate all the facts. 
 

We need the wisdom to apply what we hear properly.  Sometimes something as 
simple as buying sugar can get complicated.  Julie my wife says can you go please buy 
me some sugar for dessert and I say sure, and she’ll tell me what type of sugar and ask 
the important question, “now you understand what I mean?” and early in my marriage I 
would just nod and head out the door.  Thinking how hard could it be to buy sugar for 
baking?  And of course I get to the store and I see a whole row of different types of sugar, 
brown, confectioner’s, granulated, powered, different sizes.  Now at this point I’ve got 
two choices.  I can either guess and odds are I’ll probably be back at the grocery store 
again, or I can Julie on my cell phone and say “Hi dear, what type of sugar was that 
again?”  And I’ll get a comment of how I asked you to make sure before you went out the 
door, and then she’ll repeat again.  Now of course I’m so paranoid I’ll take the bag or 
empty container with me to match it up or call her on the cell phone and send a pic of the 



item I’m about to buy..  Because if I hear and understand the words wrong and it will ruin 
dessert! 
 
 While getting not understanding the right sugar to buy might mean an irritated 
comment from the wife and a 2nd trip to the grocery store, not understanding the truth 
about our salvation could be devastating.   If we listen to the wrong shepherd we put our 
eternal destination at risk.   
 

Jesus tells us that all of us who trust in Christ understand His words and listen to 
His voice as the Good Shepherd.  John 10:1-6 1 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does 
not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a 
robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the 
gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the 
sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will 
flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 This figure of speech Jesus 
used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.  
 
 As Christians we have been given the gift of faith in Jesus Christ and we know the 
true shepherd.  And through the Holy Spirit and God’s word we know who speaks the 
truth and whose words to follow are.  In other words we know how to listen buy the right 
type of sugar to buy is when we make decisions.  We know through Christ what is the 
truth!  Jesus reminds us that only His words are true and if the other people trying to 
share words of faith are thieves and killers!  His reminder is to beware of those who don’t 
hear His voice or listen to someone else. 
 
 And for many of us who are Christians we read what others say about the church 
and we wonder why they don’t’ get it or are bending it.  It’s because they are listening to 
a different shepherd.  And it’s hard to understand. 
 
 Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees, a group of supposedly devout believers who 
studied the Old Testament.  Yet Jesus accused them of being blind because they refused 
to see the truth about who Jesus is.  Their pride and ego got in the way. 
 
 If you are like me, you probably are watching a lot more television as we can’t go 
out that much.  And there on Netflix was a series on the Branch Davidians and Waco.  I 
remember when it happened.  It was right before I was getting ready to go to seminary.  
And people were fascinated by it.  As I watched it again now with twenty years of 
ministry under my belt I was amazed at how those people would listen and believe.  But 
it shows how people can be enticed by the wrong shepherd.  So much that they were 
willing to stay in that commune and die. 

 
Whenever there is a health panic, people will try all sorts of things to stay well.  

We see it now with Covid 19.  There are people that are going to promote remedies that 
actually may be dangerous to you.  The key is everyone needs to know where to listen to 
the truth about what is safe and healthy and what is to our detriment. 



 
When we don’t listen to Christ’s words and go against His teaching it is like 

giving your self poison. It’s a scary image or simile to say it like that.  But Jesus Himself 
doesn’t beat around the bush when He makes it clear if you don’t trust in Him and follow 
Him as our Savior. 
 
John 10:9-109 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and 
out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 
they may have life and have it abundantly.  
 
 So what is that saying?  We better be sure we are listening to Jesus’ voice.  And to 
know Jesus voice what do you have to do?  First Jesus calls on us to confess our sin and 
trust in Him as our Savior.  Secondly you need to know what He says in Scripture.  That 
is why we have confirmation and Bible classes.  That is why we take time to have 
devotions.  Finally everyday we have to turn our Christian radar on and ask God to guide 
us and help us ignore the voices that are trying to lead us astray. 
 

Listening to Christ’s voice is a constant challenge because many parts of our 
world either don’t know the truth about Christ or choose to ignore it. And when you think 
of all the temptations we face everyday, it can be overwhelming!  But thanks be to God 
we have a very powerful and capable shepherd whose concerns are to take care of His 
sheep and bring more sheep into His fold. 

 
John 10:9-10 
9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find 
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life and have it abundantly.  
 

While others may try to take our life, Christ is here to give us life in all its true 
fullness.  When we have Christ as our Good shepherd He is with us everywhere we go.  
Notice Jesus talks about how for a Christian it is Jesus’ job to take care of them and find 
pasture.  In Christ we have everything we need.  At times as Jesus’ sheep we may find 
ourselves in pastures we’ve never been before with other sheep we don’t know.  But we 
don’t’ have to worry but simply remind ourselves who is charge?  Jesus is and we as His 
sheep are simply following His voice knowing He will always take care of us. 


