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 [Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be
with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him,
for he dwells with you and will be in you.
 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I
live, you also will live. In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. Whoever has my commandments
and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to
him.”
   Have you ever tried to figure out something when the answer is there right in front of your face? You wrestle with the problem and
think there has to be a solution or an answer. Then all of the sudden you go “duh” that’s the answer and you were like why didn’t I see
that in the first place. Why didn’t I have the answer?
   We may even struggle with that when it comes to our faith. And that is why Jesus is telling the disciples that He will give them a
helper to help them see the truth and be comforted in the midst of their struggles. To remind them that they are never alone.
   Jesus gives us the answers we need through the Holy Spirit to know that He is present with us. Sometimes I think we make it more
complicated than it seems. Yesterday we did the funeral for Bonnie Sullivan who taught Sunday School for many years here. She
blessed Redeemer by teaching the little ones. And that is a gift that not everyone has. Because you have to get on the level of a little
child and be patient with that child. But the reward is there.
   And I thought of the simple answers we give to children to simply trust in Christ and we know that this enough. We tell a child simply
trust in Jesus and that is enough. Oh yes there is a time to go deeper into studying the Bible and learn more about God’s will. But it
still goes back to knowing the simple things you learn in Sunday school and to let the Holy Spirit our helper guide us.
   I went to Seminary because I wanted to go deeper in the word of God. Yes I loved to serve others, but I wanted to have the tools to
get deeper into God’s word for myself. And while I loved learning, as I got through seminary, I realized on some level that I needed the
childlike faith that Holy Spirit reveals to us as children. Because sometimes too much knowledge can lessen your reliance on Christ
and keep you from focusing on Him.
   A child raised in the church has a confidence in Christ, that we often in later years lose because we try to look in other places for
answers than Christ. We try to overthink God or think we know better than God. The Holy Spirit is there to help us but we refuse to
listen or we don’t like the simple answer that Holy Spirit gives of just focus and trust on the cross.
   And that is what happens to many people. It happened in our church body. People started thinking they knew more than what the
Bible taught. They started questioning what Jesus said and did not say. Instead of listening to the Holy Spirit to see everything through
the eyes of the cross.
   There are learned people who can read the whole Bible in greek and know every background cultural and historical fact in
relationship with the text. But they don’t get it because they don’t let the Holy Spirit guide them to see the cross in the middle of it all.
And that is one of the roles that Jesus is talking about of the Holy Spirit to help see the truth and stay with the truth.
 The Holy Spirit is something I try to talk about and teach a lot in my sermons, and in Bible study because for myself I had a hard time
understanding the role of the Holy Spirit growing up. I went to a Lutheran parochial school and had to memorize my catechism every
year. And I learned about the Father Son and Holy Spirit. And I was able to understand the Trinity somewhat but I still struggled to
explain how the Holy Spirit worked.
 And so I looked to examples of what the Holy Spirit might be like in things that were familiar to me as a child in grade school in the
late 70’s. And what came to mind? Star wars! You remember when Luke Skywalker is making his run to blow up the death star and he
hears Obi Wan whisper, use the force Luke to guide you. Luke does and he is able to blow up the death star?
 And so I thought of the Holy Spirit is like the force in the Star Wars universe. Is that a good comparison, maybe a little bit but as I got
older, not as much. The Holy Spirit is God not just an energy force in the universe. The Holy Spirit is only good, there is no dark side to
the Holy to lead you astray like the dark side of the Force. But the Holy Spirit is a helper. A helper helps us see God and His plan for
salvation.
 Jesus makes it clear that the Holy Spirit to be given to us to give us the comfort of the presence of Christ. We will not be alone. God
will give us the Holy spirit. We don’t ask for the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit comes to us and opens our eyes to see the truth about
ourselves that we are sinners. That we see the Bible as the Word of God and Jesus is the way of salvation through the cross.
 And the deeper part of this is that we are never alone. The Holy Spirit is always there for us to reveal to us that God is present and
what He does for us. And that is the biggest part of this all. And as Jesus speaks this to the disciples, it’s hard to believe we are more
blessed than the disciples. The disciples don’t have the complete revelation from the Holy Spirit of what Christ will do to save the world
that we do.
 We often get envious of the disciples I think at some point. Wouldn’t it be nice be able to talk with Jesus and ask questions of Him. I’m
sure all of us have a list of questions we’d like to ask Jesus. And to be honest Jesus would probably answer some of them in a way we
wanted and others of them He probably would not give us the answer we would want.
 Just look at all the Gospels. There are times the disciples and others ask the same type of the questions we would ask. And
sometimes the answer He gave to the people was clear and other times He gave an answer that it wasn’t for us to know.
 But as you look at this conversation with Jesus. Would you believe we have a far greater connection with the Holy Spirit and
understanding than the disciples do at this point? This is right before Jesus is to be arrested. The disciples don’t get that Jesus has to
suffer. None of His followers did.



 Whereas today we get that, and we have a greater understanding of Jesus than the disciples do even thought they walked with Jesus
for three years. It wasn’t till after Jesus rose that their eyes were opened to the fact that Jesus is their Savior. And that is a comfort we
have.
 And the Holy Spirit the third person of the Trinity is there to reminds us of that. That Jesus is there for us and to guide us to learn how
to serve Him and to hear His call. To help us pray when we struggle and give us the wisdom to know that Jesus loves us and it there
for us.
 And that is the greated help we need. To realize that what Jesus did for us on the cross will never be taken away from us. That we
are never alone but through the Holy Spirit Jesus is always leading and guiding us. And to just stay the course.
 I often wonder what people will write about to how we handled this pandemic in 2020. We’ve had pandemics before. And somehow
we worked through them. And we will work through this one as well. Yet I think somehow have tried to overthink this and think there
can be way less people will suffer or get hurt. It’s like we are afraid to take risk and afraid of the future.
 And yes it isn’t always going to be easy. But that is why Jesus has given us the Holy Spirit to be our helper and stay confident that we
aren’t alone in this, and that we have Jesus with us. So that whatever happens, if something bad happens whether we brought it on
ourselves or it just happened, Jesus will see us through it guide us to the future.


