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Acts 2:14a, 36–41Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . .
Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom you
crucified.” Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, “Brothers, what
shall we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness
of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children 
and for all who are
far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” And with many other words he bore witness and 
continued to exhort
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” So those who received his word were 
baptized, and there were
added that day about three thousand souls.
It is interesting to note that in our lectionary that a portion of our first reading is also
shared in a few weeks on Pentecost. Yet it also applies to our texts after Easter in showing what
we now live under for salvation now that Jesus Christ has risen from the grave. How do we
receive what Jesus did for us on the cross into our lives so we receive the blessings of the cross?
What is salvation really all about? What is having a relationship with Jesus Christ our God all
about?
Peter in our text makes it very clear and simple the path towards what a relationship with
Christ looks like and how it exists every day with Christ as long as we long this earth. It is easy
to break down faith in Christ to just one event during conversion to becoming a Christian. Yet
all of the New Testament while focusing on becoming a Christian also deals with a daily walk
with Christ as long as we walk this earth. A walk that means daily reflection on how we fall
short of Christ’s expectations and sin, and how we are forgiven as we repent and enabled to stay
in a relationship with Christ and be worthy of heaven.
Our text from Acts is part of Peter’s Pentecost sermon. Where Peter very bluntly tells
everyone, the Savior of the world Jesus Christ is the one whom you crucified. For some of the
Jews presenting listening to Peter they might have actually been part of the crowd on Good
Friday shouting, “Crucify Him” and yet all of us by our sinful nature drove Jesus to the cross.
And really that is the first step of conversion. Realizing there is a God and that you are
separated from having a relationship with Him by your sins. It is the humbling of yourself to
realize that you are far from perfect and in need of God&#39;s help. It is the realization that on your
own you can do nothing to save yourself and only rely on God’s forgiveness and mercy.
That is a big step for most people, especially those in Western civilization. How often
are taught to apologize and acknowledge our shortcomings? While we sometimes like to hear
and read about other people’s mistakes on the news, society has taught the world, you aren’t
really that bad of a person and certainly not to be judged by anyone else.
But Peter makes it clear. Our sins crucified Jesus to the cross. But is now through
repenting and being baptized we can be forgiven, receive the Holy Spirit and walk in a restored
relationship with God. Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for

the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. And yes it is that
simple and yet also that hard.
Simple that all you need to do is repent and ask forgiveness. Hard that you have to
acknowledge you are far from perfect and need Jesus to get to heaven. It remains hard because
you have to continue to realize that the path to heaven is under God’s mercy and forgiveness for
the rest of your life as a Christian. The facts of this never change no matter how much you want
to try to change them. We will never achieve perfection or be without sin as long as we walk
this earth thus we need to repent daily of our sins and recognize we are saved alone by God’s
mercy.



Many of you know I have allergies. Some of the two biggest allergies I have are peanuts
and allegories to cat hair. But I know this. So in order to avoid discomfort and risk on my health
I simply must avoid peanuts and contact with cats. And for the most part it is a pretty easy to
live under that rule. Till something happens like the family brings home food from Chik fil A.
And the order is wrong instead of a grilled chicken sandwich it’s their fried one which is fried in
peanut oil. And I’m hungry. And it smells sorta good. And I’m tempted to take a taste and ask
myself maybe one bite won’t hurt, and for a moment it does taste good and then I feel the
allergic reaction, and I have to spit the food out and take Benadryl. Likewise I’ll pass a cute cat,
and I’ll think only one touch of petting the cat won’t be bad. Yet with one touch of my hand to
the cat’s fur, my hand itches and I’m running to wash my hands and take more Benadryl. Those
allergies are something I will never out grow probably and I can’t change that fact.
Like wise we all have health ailments. Some of us are diabetic, others have high blood
pressure, and we have to take certain medication, have certain diets and that can’t change. And
if we think we have outgrown them and give up the medication or diet it will have negative
effects. But we all have the ailment of sin, and the need for forgiveness and that will never
change. And sometimes we want to forget about that danger of sin.
The children of Egypt lead by Moses constantly were rescued by God and then sinned
and turned on God when they forgot the danger of sin and rebelled against God. This continued
in the Book of Judges. David as much as God blessed him sinned and had one of his own men
killed to cover his actions with Bathsheba. He forgot the dangers of sin and let himself be lead
astray by his evil thoughts. Peter said he would never deny Jesus thinking he was all powerful
and above sinning and yet later would still betray Jesus and was forgiven by Christ after Jesus
rose from the dead. And we get cocky today and sin as well. Thinking we are not that bad or the
sin isn’t that bad. We are tempted to think we don’t think sin is bad or we can go without Jesus’
forgiveness. When going without forgiveness will only result in our spiritual death.
There have been questions that has come up about this pandemic like is that is this the
sign of the end times? Is God trying to punish the world? And my answer is maybe. Scripture
does talk about things getting worse in the world before Christ returns. And yes this is a painful

time for many people. But is it as bad as it has been in previous generationsthat is hard to say. Is
God trying to catch the attention of some people in the world with this pandemic? Probably yes
for most of us.
And so whenever we are struggling our first reaction should be to check ourselves.
Really we should be doing this in good times and bad times of our lives. Because we are
constantly sinning. God’s blessing the world or not blessing the world doesn’t rely on our
sinfulness. Jesus talked about that in the sermon on the Mount. But I say to you, Love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. (Mat 5:44-
45)
And sometimes we are the ones who are persecuted. But sometimes when we sin are
persecuting others whether we realize it or not. And every sin we do, is persecution against
Jesus and what lead Him to the cross. Thus Peter’s call to repent always applies to everyone.
John said in one of his letters. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. (1Jn 1:6-9)
Thus our reminder to ourselves and everyone is to examine ourselves, repent of our sin
and give thanks we are forgiven through Christ. It is the best advice to give to everyone else
during this time. To repent and rely on Christ alone for He alone is the person that can save us
and forgive us.
Probably all of us during this pandemic have had to suffer to a degree as we have lost
some of our freedoms to visit and go about. For others it’s been worse, I’ve have had family
members and friends who have been furloughed or laid off from their jobs because of sheltering
in place. And there are some who have lost their lives due to this pandemic.
This time in our lives is a sharp reminder that we are not in control of our lives. We are
not in control of everything as much as we would sometimes like to think. We are reliant on
God to bless us and bless others in this world with things including a reprieve from this virus.
If more people repented and turned to Christ would the virus end? My answer is maybe. Or



maybe this pandemic would simply draw closer to Christ and his forgiveness and make us realize
the only thing that will save us and be important to us in the end is God’s mercy.
God told Paul when Paul prayed for relief these words. So to keep me from becoming
conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a
messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. Three times I pleaded with the
Lord about this, that it should leave me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power
is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the
power of Christ may rest upon me.(2Co 12:7-9)
Peter really is saying and echoing God’s words to Paul. We are all to repent and
recognize our newly saved lives are fully reliant and made perfect through Christ’s mercy and
forgiveness alone. That is a hard pill to swallow when we are struggling with some type of
misery. But the good news is that God’s mercy is more than enough to overcome this temporary
suffering and allow us to receive the gift of eternal joy.


