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             1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart
out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the
end.  2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s
son, to betray him,  3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that
he had come from God and was going back to God,  4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer
garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist.  5 Then he poured water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around
him.  6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?”  7 Jesus answered
him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.”  8 Peter
said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you
have no share with me.”  9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands
and my head!”  10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for
his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.”  11 For he knew who
was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.”
             12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he
said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you?  13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and
you are right, for so I am.  14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet.  15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just
as I have done to you.  16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is
a messenger greater than the one who sent him.  17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you
do them. . . .
            “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him.  32 If God is glorified in him,
God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once.  33 Little children, yet a little while I
am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I
am going you cannot come.’  34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just
as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.  35 By this all people will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
 
            This year we are not having a Maundy Thursday service.  Usually I focus more on
preaching on Jesus’s first institution of the Lord’s Supper.  As the old longer I’m a pastor the
more I appreciate the value of receiving the Lord’s Supper and how Christ comes to us in the
bread and wine now His body and Blood.
 
            But there is also an alternate text for Maundy Thursday and that is the Jesus washing the
feet.      The time for Jesus to complete his mission on this earth, is coming close.  One last
Passover in the upper room with the disciples where He will also institute the Lord&#39;s Supper and
then it is time for Jesus to get arrested.  Like a big exam coming up, a job interview, or big
presentation in front of others, there is a possibility for Christ to be nervous, and concentrate on
himself, just like we do when we are under that same stress.  For Christ is fully human just like
you and I.  If Christ said to us, &quot;I&#39;m sorry I can&#39;t help you at the moment, I&#39;m 
preoccupied with
saving the world including you guys from sin and the devil, and the pain I must endure to do
that,&quot;  Who could argue or get upset with Christ?  We&#39;ve probably made the same excuse to

others saying we have too much on our mind, to be of service at the moment and help someone
else.
            We in the midst of this pandemic are having to make sacrifices like never before.  People
are being asked to sacrifice their freedom, their jobs, their normal every day to day actions to
slow the pace of this virus.  It’s not always that easy. 
 



            We all have tendency as human beings to put ourselves in front of others.  All of us at
times, like to put ourselves first.  It may be simply wanting to be at the head of a line at a
potluck, because we worked so hard in serving that church that day.  We may want the family to
just let us lounge on the couch because we have had a rough day, and think we deserve a break. 
We feel at certain times we deserve to be served and not be the ones doing the serving.
 
            I&#39;m sure some of that was going through the minds of the disciples as they went up to that
upper room after a long walk on the roads, that they should be one to be served and not serve the
others.  All of them have their feet covered with dirt by the long walk.  It is tradition that the host
wash their feet or make arrangements for a paid servant to do it..  Yet they are in a borrowed
room, so who is the host?  Perhaps some of them thought well a few of the disciples made the
plans for this Passover, they are in charge, they should wash the rest of our feet.  And maybe the
disciples who had gotten the upper room thought, well we did all the planning, someone should
wash our feet!  So both sides just sat looking at the other waiting for the other to make the first
move.  It’s a matter of pride, I’m not the one to serve, I’m the one that deserves to be served.
 
            When I was Hereford, I even did children’s sermons on Maundy Thursday.  And I had
two brothers come up.  I asked one of them, “Would you wash your brother’s feet?” And without
missing a beat, he answers “No they stink?”
 
            I&#39;m sure Jesus, knows what&#39;s going through the minds of the disciples.  This idea of 
I&#39;m
not gonna give an inch to any of the other disciples by serving them.  Add on top of this, that
Jesus knows He is going to be arrested that evening, and put on trial, going to be beaten, go
without sleep, have all these disciples leave him, have Judas betray Him, Peter deny Him, Jesus
would be in a position to be a little frustrated and fed up with these guys.  Maybe ask Himself,
&quot;hasn&#39;t anything I&#39;ve taught them sunk in?&quot;
 
            So does Jesus get upset with these disciples?  Does He love them any less?  No, John
says in our first verse, He loves them very much,   John 13:1 1 Now before the feast of the
passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto
the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. (KJV)
            So Jesus once more, as a loving teacher and their Lord, does something to teach them. 
He fills a washbasin, dresses himself accordingly, puts a towel around his waist, and begins to
wash His disciples feet.  Something that if done for a Jew during that time was thought of as so
lowly, that a Non-Jew was preferred to do the actual washing.  Can you imagine the reaction by
the disciples?  How would you and I feel if we had been so stubborn not to help someone in our
church out of pride, and then suddenly Jesus appears and does it for us?  Would you feel
humbled?  Would you feel ashamed?
 

            Then take a moment to figure who is doing this.  Jesus is fully man and God, so God is
washing the disciples feet.  If we ever wonder does God care and love us, then this is yet another
example of how God serves us. 
 
            Peter finally is the disciple to say something and tries to stop Jesus, but Jesus says, &quot;Peter,
unless you let me serve you, you can&#39;t be a part of my kingdom.&quot;  Peter then being Peter goes
overboard and tells Jesus to wash his head as well. 
 
            After it is all said and done, Jesus explains his action.  Jesus wants the disciples and us
today to serve each other as Jesus served us.  So many times Jesus makes it clear that being a
Christian is not about being served but serving others.  Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior never
put Himself first, but put us first in everything He did.  Why would He do such a thing?  For the
same reason He washed the disciple&#39;s feet, out of love for you and me.
 
            Jesus will be arrested, beaten, and crucified in a few hours.  Yet here He is serving the
disciples instead of focusing on Himself.  And during this time,  He gives one more set of



instructions.   34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved
you, you also are to love one another.  35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another.”
 
            Christ’s model of laying down His life on the cross is the model of love for all of us. 
Even in this pandemic there is finger pointing and arguing.  Yet if Jesus who is God is able to
wash the disciples feet and lay down His life for us, then by His grace we can learn to love each
other and serve each other just as Christ served the world.


