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                   12Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13not like Moses, who would put a veil 
over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. 
14But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil 
remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. 15Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read 
a veil lies over their hearts. 16But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17Now the Lord is the 
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we all, with unveiled face, beholding 
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For 
this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

                   1Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 2But we have 
renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, 
but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the 
sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. 4In their case 
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus 
Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 The Transfiguration is something you talk about every year in the church 
year.  It is the Sunday before Lent happens and there are many things that this 
experience that the disciples had with Jesus shows us today.  The important thing Paul 
reminds us is that we understand the significance of the Transfiguration that Jesus is 
God and the son of the Father and our Savior.  The glory that Jesus shows the disciples 
has entered us and will be complete when we join Jesus in heaven through the cross. 

  

 Paul connects the experience Moses had with God the Father on the 
mountaintop and the reaction of the children of Israel to the experience the disciples 
had in seeing Jesus in all His glory on the mountaintop, the hope it gives them and us 
and difference it makes in our lives.  

  

 Moses went to the top of Mount Sinai to visit with God and listen to His 
commands for the children of Israel which included the ten commandments.  After 
Moses came down from the mountain his face glowed from the experience of being in 



the presence of God.  The people were fearful so Moses covered his face with a veil as 
the children of Israel could not completely comprehend being in the presence of God.  

  

 When Jesus went to the mountaintop, it must have been an amazing sight 
to see.  For the one time in Jesus’s ministry Jesus was seen in all His divine glory on 
the hilltop.  The rest of the time Jesus looked more like us.  The Transfiguration shows 
the sacrifice that Jesus gave up in withholding from using His divine powers for the most 
part in His ministry to be the sacrifice for us on the cross. 

  

 I’ve often wondered why didn’t Jesus walk around like that in more of His 
ministry.  Wouldn’t that have impressed more people and called them to believe.  And 
while we would like to think so, Paul points out the difference in unbelief and belief as 
he compares the Jew’s doubts to those who have doubts about Jesus as God today. 

  

 Paul tells us that veil that Moses wore so the children of Israel would not 
have to see the glory of God is a veil they still have when it comes to their faith today. 
They still don’t want to see God as a God of mercy and trust and put on blinders when it 
comes to seeing Jesus as the promised Messiah.  

  

 Just like today people reject Jesus as their God and Savior.  They have 
put on blinders to who Jesus is.  It is frustrating to us who see Jesus as the Savior and 
we don’t understand why they can’t see.  Paul tells us why that is that way 4In their 
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from 
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

  

 The god of this age and of the world is Satan.  Satan works very hard on 
trying to deceive people to not believe.  It is not that God desires anyone to not have a 
relationship with Jesus His son as their Savior but they let the lies of Satan deceive 
them.  They refuse to see the glory because they refuse the need for the Jesus’s light to 
shine in the darkness of their sins. 

  

 It is a battle we all face.  Satan is constantly trying bring a veil back over 
our eyes to doubt the power of Christ and difference it makes.  Paul’s struggle is the 



same as we have today.  There are many churches who have allowed the God’s word 
to be bent or changes so that the culture of this world will make  it look more accepting 
to their church.  Paul talks about it.  We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with 
God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to 
everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 

  

 There are churches who will preach that Jesus was just a man or that 
there is more than one way to get to heaven or more than one belief about the truth of 
God as a way of trying to get more people in the church. 

  

 This Wednesday we start our season of Lent, a time of recognizing the 
cost of sin that because of sin we will die and the only way to be saved is through 
repentance of that sin.  But that means first recognizing you are a sinner.  That when 
you go against what God commands you are sinning even if the god of this age Satan 
would convince you otherwise.  

  

 If you look back to how the morals of the United States have changed in 
the last fifty years it’s amazing.  Most people use to use the ten commandments as their 
standard.  And everyone agreed if you went against a commandment it was wrong. 
People were just as sinful back then as we are today.  

  

 But the difference is Satan has made gotten into so many people to not 
feel shame about things at all.  What was shameful or not something you want to boast 
has changed a lot over the last fifty years.  And in that process Satan has managed to 
expand the veil.  

  

 If you don’t see the need to feel shame or remorse about what you have 
done.  Then you don’t need to feel the need to repent.  And when you bring the Gospel 
to them they will fight harder and harder to not see the truth.  Paul says, “Let light shine 
out of darkness,” and that means letting the glory of Christ the glory shone on His 
transfiguration shine into all areas of our life.  

 And many people block the light of Christ, by putting up a veil.  If we say 
there is not need to deal with the problem then there is no problem.  This morning I was 
going to tell you that I had been diagnosed with prostate cancer at the beginning of the 



service.  It does look very treatable but I must have surgery.  It would have been easy to 
pull a veil over that.  When one doctor told me to go see another doctor and go under 
more tests and then finally have surgery, the easy way out would have been not to go.  

  

 But if I keep a veil up, then does that mean I don’t have a health concern. 
The cancer is still there.  And during my service with hospice I have dealt with a few 
patients who kept the veil up and then finally went to the doctor to find out it was too 
late.  And their life was going to come to an end much quicker. 

  

 God calls on us to help working on shining the Gospel light in our lives and 
to the world, to help people realize that everyone has a problem with sin.  You can’t 
deny it or say I’m not that bad of a person.  We are all sinners and the only way we are 
saved is through repenting of our sins.  

  

 But the joy is of knowing the difference Christ makes in our lives when we 
do repent.  16But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17Now the Lord is 
the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we all, with 
unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the 
Spirit. 

  

               This Sunday is also Valentines day, where we share our love and thoughts for 
others.  But the greatest love story is what Jesus did for us on the cross.  He is the best 
valentine we could ever get.  

  

 As we picture the glory of Jesus being revealed on the hilltop, Paul is 
saying that glory through Word and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit is being transforming 
us and giving a hope that can be found no other place. 

  

 Once you know the joy of Christ and the difference, He has made for you 
through the cross you are transformed.  You can see there is no other hope or joy.  Paul 
knew that and he reminds us of that.  Trying to share that Gospel in this world is no 
different that the world Paul faced of trying to shine that light through veil.  But Paul says 



he would never give up and we will also never.  Paul tells us. 1Therefore, having this 
ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 

  

 I know many of us look out to the world with frustration and sadness.  But 
we know why it is happening, it is because of the veil over some people’s heart and we 
know that we have to continue to shine the light of Christ in our hearts and theirs.  A 
light as bright as on that hilltop when Christ was transfigured.  

  

 And by God’s grace we will continue and not lose hope knowing we are 
being transformed into God’s image by grace and when we go to heaven that 
transformation will be complete.  Amen. 

 


