
How much are you willing to suffer for?
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Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something 
strange
were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be 
glad
when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of 
glory and
of God rests upon you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet 
if
anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. For it is time for
judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who 
do not
obey the gospel of God? And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the 
sinner?”
Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing 
good. . . .
If you have listened to me preach at all and after 4 years plus I hope you have. Whenever
there is a passage on suffering I will try to preach on it and try to share it with people. Because I
believe that is a big question, why is there suffering? What causes the problems in the world for
us and others? Can it be stopped and why? And where is God in the midst of all this suffering.
Peter talks a great deal about suffering in the last part of his last and he addresses it. And
if anyone knew about a relationship between God and suffering that would be Peter. I think most
of like Peter. Peter is the everyman’s disciple. We all can relate to Him.
The disciple John is more noble it seems at times than the rest of the disciples. He’s
Jesus’best friend. John is caring and thoughtful. Perhaps he was a little purer at heart. Though
John would never say he was better than anyone else. But John seems to have a special kindness
and perseverance towards the faith. Maybe we feel that or I do because of any book of the Bible
most Christians can quote the most passages are from John’s Gospel. If I was around John I’d
probably be a little humbled. Though John would probably wonder why? John would say I just
tried to do my best. But John doesn’t seem to blow it often. Yes he ran away from Jesus when
he was arrested. Yes John fell asleep in the garden.
Then there is Peter. And I said he’s an everyman’s disciple, because Peter blows a lot
more. We know a lot about Peter compared to the other disciples. And sometimes Peter says the
right thing saying you to Jesus, “you are Christ the son of the living God” and then blows it right
away in the next conversation and gets chastised by Jesus for saying Jesus doesn’t need to suffer.
. And I think that’s something we all identify with. Sometimes we are on top of our game
and other times we really make a mess of things. And yet Jesus never gave up on Peter. As
many as some of his mistakes were, Peter was used by God. And maybe that gives me hope as
well. That if Jesus can forgive Peter and use him, he can use us. And over time Peter become
one the great early leaders of the church.
And so Peter as he writes now, is looking on his faith walk and talking about suffering in
letter. Peter’s view on suffering is a little bit different than ours. Many of us have our fair share
of suffering from illness, emotional calamities and job issues. But none of us have had to worry
about being put to death for being a Christian. That is a real fear for Peter every day.

When we say we are Christians, we have two thousand years of history for the world to
absorb. Christianity has caused wars over debates of faith. Yet Christianity has also reformed
much of the world morally. It has been an inspiration for architecture for churches like Notre
Dame. It has standardized languages with the printing of the Bible, it has created and inspired
numerous pieces of work and art. Christianity has given sense and ideas to philosophy. If you
want to understand western civilization, you have to understand Christianity even if you don’t’
agree with it.
Yet in Peter’s time, the Christian church is still growing. It’s one religion of many. It’s
an offshoot of Judaism. In our day and time, as Lutherans we may have to say how we practice



Christianity but we don’t have to explain Christianity totally from square one with most people.
Peter did.
There were people in the early church who did not understand Holy Communion. They
thought it was cannibalism as those Christians talked about the body and blood of Christ and
partaking in it. They did not understand some of the life choices Christians made of not doing
some the accepted things of society that God said were sinful.
And so in Peter’s time it took much more effort to be a Christian. And Peter recognizes
that and so he addresses it and tells his readers point blank. Don’t be surprised if you have
suffering as a Christian. Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you
share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.
And Peter is saying being a Christian is going to be tough at times. You may have to
suffer. And I contemplated this text, I asked myself, and I ask you, “How much suffering have
any of us gone through for Christ, or to achieve anything in life?” I look back at my own life as
a Christian. I’ve had some setbacks, but I’ve never been at a loss for food clothing and shelter.
I’ve never been told recant of being a Christian or you are going to prison or going to die.
We have a lady in our Lutheran church who was a Muslim and became a Christian in
Pakistan and was told to recant. When she didn’t someone tossed acid on her face. And if you
watch the videos you can still see the acidic burns on her face. That my friends is suffering. And
Peter says that might be a possibility for all of us.
That just as Christ suffered on the cross and endured pain, we may endure pain and
persecution as well for the cross. But we suffer so that we also may rejoice in receiving the
blessings of Jesus’s forgiveness and eternal life. And at times Peter did stand up for the faith and
there were a few times He didn’t so well. But He is reminding us all that the suffering is worth it
for the Gospel. And in the end Peter rose to the test.

At the time of this letter, Peter is in Rome. There will be a great fire destroying much of
Rome. Emperor Nero will blame the Christians. And Peter along with many other Christians
will be put to death for their faith. They will be the scapegoat. Peter in the end paid the final
price for his faith by being put to death as a marty. He suffered to the extreme.
And I have to ask all of us. Is that suffering worth it for you for Jesus Christ? Because
there are a lot of people where they seem to say by their actions no. They won’t even wake and
come to church on Sunday morning. And if they can’t even do that, what would happen if
someone threatened them with prison or their life. Do we really believe Jesus is worth that?
And that is the question all of us have to ask. Do we really believe our faith is worth
suffering for? Are the works of what Jesus did for us on the cross more important than anything
else that we would die or sacrifice for them? Are you willing to say you don’t agree with things
that go against God’s teaching? It will not always be easy but it will be worth it because only
through Christ do we have the reward of heaven and forgiveness.
Peter also reminds us of the consequences for those who don’t rise to the test… For it is
time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the
outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And “If the righteous is scarcely saved,
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”
What does it mean to obey the Gospel? It means to recognize you are sinner, and that we
sin constantly. And that we are only saved by the cross through what Jesus did. Peter realizes
we are only “scarcely saved” through Jesus’s actions alone. The question for all of us is how
much are we willing to suffer for Christ in the face of all things.
And to those who denounce Jesus, who do not take sinful behavior seriously there are
consequences. If you reject Jesus whether through lack of faith or let the sinfulness drive you
away from Christ there is the punishment and judgment of Hell. These are consequences for all
eternity. And Satan has a done a good job getting people not to fear judgement or think about
their eternal destination. But Peter says it’s a reality.
Peter said a few verses earlier But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an
evildoer or as a meddler. If you suffer for sins you are receiving your punishment as opposed to
those who suffer for Christ. But Peter makes it clear being a Christian doesn’t mean you aren’t
going to suffer. And any pastor who says becoming a Christian will mean an end to all pain and
hurt is not being honest.



There are times we may be called to go the extra mile for Savior. Peter did. We never
know. But it’s worth it! Any suffering we go through is nothing compared with what Jesus
endured for us on the cross. And because He suffered for us and bought with a price of His life,
we will never have to suffer in Hell but live with Him in heaven. Amen


